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Response on the Use of Yttrium
I agree to the views raised in this paper about Yttrium and its use in cell phone displays. According to Voncken (2016) Yttrium was the first rare metal to be discovered by the Finnish Chemist Johan Gadolin. Yttrium is extensively used in many applications, including television displays and LEDs as captured in the article. Given its hardness, Yttrium is also used to harden metals and gems such as diamond.
The article raises very important concerns about the abundance of Yttrium despite being regarded as a rare metal. What the article fails to capture is that ‘rare metals’ are not necessarily unavailable but might be extensively scattered on the earth’s crust (Homans, 2010). Owing to this ambiguity, some scientists even use the term ‘less common metals’ in place of ‘rare’. Out of the 17 metals known today, some are even readily available than nitrogen and lead.
Overall, the article is good and elicits important issues for thought. With the environmental degradation brought about by mining, there is need to find alternative sources for the materials used in cell phones. 
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